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when flexed acting to stabilize the outer wall tissue and thereby 
prevent the outer wall tissue of the first and second nasal passages 
from drawing in during breathing; and 
a resilient member defining at least a portion of the first and second end 
regions and the intermediate segment, whereby the resilient 
member, in being capable, at least in part, of resilient deformation, 
allows the truss member to conform to the outer wall tissue of the 
nasal passages of a nose and provides the inherent tendency of the 
truss member to return to its [normally planar] isMal state when 
flexed. 


Please cancel claims 8, 9, 11 and 13. 

Please rewrite the following claims as indicated: 

10 (Twice amended) [H^e dilator of claim 8 wherein] iUl^^tor mp.hl. of in UpdM.|ng 

seEBratint^t^S^^ , 
-^^^^Z^^^^^^mM^^ whirh if forc. 4 tow^d ^ 

f.nn, initial nositi^ t P s^Hanti ^Hy fedu j^e Hir. 9t 

,t" . ^i -.^t^-^^ r - --^d tni.. tepHin P to rf>ptore gaid ^i^ecUBaciiab^ 

' AT? ..^ ^.....rf.c..in.Xo said truss [includes] mcluto a resilient member 

p . [providing said restoring forces and said truss tending to restore said 
i spacing between said end surfaces thereof], there being a deformable 
^ material between exposed surfaces of any outer wall tissues engaged by 
said engagement means and said resilient memberi_asd 
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.>IPflpyTr..nt mean ^ f ^ ^hi^red to said end siiTfaces an«^ ^«P«hlp of enFflgiflS exposy ^ 
fi .rfaces Of such outer wall tissues sufP r.^entlv to remain so enpftg^d against 
the restoring forces . 

12. (Amended) [The dilator of claim 8 wherein] ^nasfl l dilator c^pflhl^ of introqw i p g 
^ ^ parating streP«^« in outer wa » tissues of a user's nose saj^ d^^tor comprisinfi: 

„ in^^^ nf a single ^n^^v li«ving a pair of spaced flPflrt end ffi^rffl??^ which , 

t ' ^'"^'''-'* ""e a^ "^^*"" ^'•""^ nnaitions to substntitially rgdUpe 

direct spacing tberehetween bv » ^^'^ir^a reduction force external to gaM 
^n««, r^«.iilts in restori P ff fnrces in said truss tending to mPr^ said 4ir?pt 
anacing between said ep t^ surfaces: and 
.^p»p.ment mean ^ >»dhered to said end surfac?g s flpd rarqM^ enpaffing gxpospj. 

.noh outer wall t ^^^^Wff piifficientlv to rrmftttl SO enpaM ftg^nst 
. tlie restoring forces, said truss and said engagement means together [are] 
being formed as a strip having a length substantially greater than either its 
width and thickness, and a width substantially greater than its thickness 
substantially everywhere along said length, 

14. (Twice amended) [The dilator of claim 8 wherein said] A nasal dilator capable of 
^ntroHucinc. seoa ^^Hn p .tresses in p nt.r w«ll tissues of a nser's nose, said dilfltor compr i sing: 
, t^,c<. h^vinc a pair of spaced [-] apart end surfaces [of said truss are] terminated 
by end edges at opposite ends of said truss which, jf forced t<?yyard OUS 
«T ^nther from initial Position ? suhstantialW reduce direct sps^^ing 
th^r?^^ tween bv a spacing reductiot ? f^rre external to said tt^ss, resu l ts in 
r..fnri^ g fnrces in said t r n.s tending to restore said direct spacing betwee n 
said end surfaces due to [and wherein said tmss includes] a resilient- 
member [providing said restoring forces in said truss tending to restore said 
spacing between end surfaces thereof] ingltfded thgfg^i, said resilient 
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member having opposite ends thereof each ending short of said end edges; 


^^gfl ffement means adhered to «aid end surfaces and capablg gf gnpaginR exffpse 
^ ^ ^rfaces of such outer wall tissues su fficiently to remain so engaged afimSL 
the restoring forces . 

15. (Amended) [The dilator of claim 9 wherein] A nasft^ dilator gflp^hle of intrpducin e 
c. p»r«tin.. stresses r "^'^^^ » "^''^'■^ "'^se to rrstTfljp those tjss^^s froTD t>9^nR drayfl B 

in during br gflt^'ng- said dilator comprising: 

tnws of a singl e hndv having a r»^^ ^"^"^^^ anart Ptld surfaces >vhich, if 
fnrn^A tnward one ar nthe^ from initial po.sitions to suhstantially re4uce 
^ir^rt s pacing therebetw e en hv a .Hnacing reduction force gyt<?rnal t? ?aid 
miss, results in restoring forces in said truss tending to rgptpre said direct 
cp,^yin p V.etween said e p H surfaces sufficient to SUbstantifl l lV tnaiqtfljn 
Hnrin f inhalation that 3P «nin ff occurring between said gp j surfaces prior to 
inhalation, said end surfaces [are] being limited in separation therebetween 
so that, when said end surfaces are engaging outer wall tissues of a human 
nose adjacent nasal passages therein, a surface of said truss can be in 
contact with said nose for substantially all of that extent thereof between, 
said end surfacesi_^id 
engagement means adhered to ^^'iH end surfaces and capable of SPP^iKing eXPOse 
ff^ ^rfacea of such outer wall tissues s ufficiently to remain SQ engage^ against 
the restoring forces. 

Please cancel claims 17, 20 and 22. 
Please add the following claim: 

23. A nasal dilator capable of introducing separating stresses in outer wall 
tissues of a user's nose, comprising: 


